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Dear Mr. Falkin:.
We are
Lubricants™) in. respohse

to your letter seeking information. under-section 104(e)

writing .on behalf of Capital Lubricants Company,  Ine, ("Capital

of“the

Comprehensive Environmental Response, f‘G‘ompens'a_‘tion: and "Liab'ilit'y{‘_égt ("CERCLA™M
and section 3007 of the Resource Cbﬁservation.véndi-,R‘ec,overy Act ("RCRA"), regarding

Capital Lubricants Involvement with the Metro Container ‘Corporation ("Metrom) site;

:_T:gin;exf,j fPénnﬁylysnfg.- ‘This letter follows' our earlier letter dated ‘April 232,

telephonie ¢all 4éon=:firm‘ing‘ an ‘extension only until May 15, lsss,

- 1988,
il May 27, 1988 to respond;. and your subseqient
Accordingly, this

Capital““Lubricants Has

records.:
1986, ,Cz_ap'i_;t’&fl*_Lg_bri:ca'nts purchased from ‘Metro severa] |

Capital Lubricants used ‘these drums -'e’xelusgyeiy for the: purpose. of ‘di's'ge_ns_ingi :

cystomers pie‘vtroleum : ,
substance" under .CERCLA section 101(14);
. disposal. of any hazardous
hazgrdous. substances ‘to. the site,

Capital Lubricants. pe

‘These records indicate that in the ‘Beriod “from July 1986 _>thfcugfﬁ November

substances with Metro; nor did it send or transport any

drums that had vb_e\enf-»_e;}mptie‘d and 'dmp‘.-drrigdi by Capital Lubricarits' customers to Metro,

drums-of its products unless those drums have been emptied and drip

it shall not tetrieve used

~dried. All drums

returned to Metro were fetrieved from jts customers pursuant to and in gecordance with
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The fOHOng HnSWEPS&I‘ePPOVided tOf‘,t‘he Speclflcquestxonscontalnedin tﬁhe'
information requests : | _

R us substances were _
'y :Capital Lubricants and-sent to, transported:to or disposed of
All drums returned to the site were empty, Al drums which:

were used by Capital Lub#itanfﬁs.»con}t'éined only petroleum products, which

are exempt. from the:definition of "hazardous substanee'in CERCLA section

101(14), , _ :

Request 2. ‘Quantities ‘and-residual contents of unwashed:55-gallion drumsior
containers which Capital. Lubricants .generated or transported and ‘which were sent to,

transported to, .or- disposed of at ‘the .site ‘whether or not they ‘c‘on_t«.aﬁin'e,d{ hazardous

substances,
_ Response: Capital Lub sev _ 1 dr
to: Metro ‘Container Tor recondi foning. AN drums shipped to- Metro for-
reconditioning” wete empty when shipped, and.had been drip-dtied. Any

residual contents contained in the drums shipped to Metro consisted of

residual ‘petroleum products, ‘which are exempt. .from ‘the definition of'
"hazardous SUbe’aﬁih‘C‘é’S"" uﬂder»iC‘E-‘RG’L’A-f '

icants returned sev‘erélff,SfS;f-—g‘ai’lon drums:

. The shipments of drums to Metro Containet for recondit
are indicated:ir the-enclosed dociim en
of drums to Metro/is. reflected ‘in .

price of neinly recondit |
Lubricants, In some {iﬁ's_k,t;_gn'g:eﬁsv, of d is-alse
inventory forms op ‘receipts issued by-Metro. Invoices from Met
the sale of drums to ‘Capital Lubricants at a purchasa price.

reflect ‘the return to Metro -of the same number of drur
except where the invoice, inventory form, or receipt co
notation indicating .a different number of returns.
indicates drums: sold to. Capital Lubricants at & purchase pric. ol $11.75 op
greater, t-yhb_se,dhumvs_w;tfé' sold to Capital Lubricants wit out corresponding...

«Feturns-of “empty“dr Ums16"“Metro, “In some cireums ances,, invoices;
inventory fo‘nms.:'o"'té.,::.ﬁece;ip,gsz;indicait'e_ theireturn of drums:r jected by Capital
Lubricants. These econditioned drums-which were ordered
. DUt rejectedas sqbsta_ndard,.:&ngd~n’,e::t; e
ld not'be included in the total quantity:of.
to Metro,. and the number of rejects should
cle : otal-quantity-of drums purchased from: Metro, and’
hence from Aany caleulation of the total quantity of Minwashed” drums.
re‘,turné_d,,;by':C‘a‘pift"al\-'i-L:ubcican‘ts to Metro; '

ned

. R’; uest 3. ‘The ‘dates ‘such. ‘Substances: and/or containers ‘were sent to,
transported to, ordisposed of at the site, ' :
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\ Response: Capital Libricants sent drumstO Metro during the
period from. July, 1986, through November 1986. The enclosed documents
indicate the dates of each:shipment,

Request 4. Any correspondence: ‘between Capital Lubricants and any
regulatory agencies regarding such substances and/or containers.

Response:  ‘Capital Lubricants did not engage in. any

correspondence with any regulatory. agencies regarding the:above-described
containers, ' o .

... Request 5. Any correspondence between Capital Ly nts and ‘Metro
Container Corporation, Metro Enterprise Container Corporation; ot Universal Container:
Corporation or any other third:party regarding.si ch-substances and/or containers,

Response: All correspondence between Capital Lubricants and
Metro regarding the above=described ¢ontainers is attached. An explanation
of the documents and ‘their relevarce. to the:'determin of tota ber
of empty drums shipped by ‘Capital Lubricants to Metro is providediin the
response-to Request 2. '

Request 6. The identity of, and documents related to, any other persons-who'
getierated, treated, stored, transported, or-disposed, -or*who. arranged for the tredtment,

storage, disposal, ov transportation of such substances and/or -containers to the:site.
_4 Responise: Capital Lubricants has no knowledge of or records
relating to any-such person:. .

Request ‘7. Cdpif_e's‘ of any deeds, rights-of-way, leases; or. other real

interests-which Capital Lubricants has.or hadiin the site.

, Response: ﬁC*&p"it‘al-bubrki‘c&nvtﬂs has*hiad h,o‘:'éuéh real interests in-
the:site.

Request 8. Whether the substances.or containers described above were sent:
to or transported to the site for disposal, o econditioning ‘and return-ofireconditioning:

and resale by Metro Container Corporation or Metro Enterprise Container Corporation:or-
Universal Container Corporation.

. . . . : . >~ . Ll
N .Response: The above-described containers were sent ‘to the
site for reconditioning and resale by Metro Container Corporation.

~ EPA's information request also asks Capital Lubricarts t6. desceribe any
documents maintained by Capital Lubricants of ‘the transactions with Metro. ‘Such
documents-consist of copies of checks issued-by: Capital Lubricants to.Metro in payment

for the purchase of drums, copies-of invoices from Metro.to. Capital ‘Lubricants:for the

purchase price of drums, copies of Metfd customer orders. indicating orders made by
Capital Lubricants for the purchase of ‘such drums;.copies of ‘purchase:orders transmitted
by Capital Lubricants to Metro indicating Capital Lubricants' orders to purchase said
drums, and copies of receipts from Metro indicating the return of drums. These
‘documents were created in the period from June 22, 1986 to December 19, 1986. They
are -currently located in Capital Lubricants” files, maintained -at 569 Industrial Drive,

—
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Lewisberry, Pennsyi‘Vanié 17339-9533;. under the‘custodianship of M. Cal'Stevens. ‘These:
documents weré‘identified-after an exha ustive:search o,t‘;..(;"ap,i,t)é’_l;;Iiubciicarj‘,tS? records..

- Finally, the request {or information inquires regarding'any i isurance Capital.
Lubri}:‘ant's.:m'ay*‘h’ayeﬁagg’ins‘.t-rlfél'e‘gs_g’s of hazardous wastes:or substanc 85 a result.of the.
handling of such ‘materials, Although Capital ‘Lubricants has: never. ‘handled :or been:
.involved with the handling: of hazardous: wastes, Capital Lubricants is reurrently”
investigating whether it holds any-insurance which would. cover-off-site releases of such.
substances, ‘ '

_CONCLUSION

As the responses :above indicate, Capital Lubricants "has ‘ideritified drums

shipped by it to Metro which ‘may have been "unwashed.," In any .event, however,. any
residual materials contained in. drums, shipped ito. the site consisted only of petroleum
products exempt from: the definition of "nazardous substance under CERCLA., Virtually
all-of Capital Lubricants" business records; includirig purchase orders; inyvoices, -shipping:
documents .and: payment ledgers were reviewed in the course of this inyestigation,
Accordingly, it is unl at ‘additional records will be found. ‘Ne heless, Capital

Lubricants will continue: 'S attempts-to. fully characterize its. tionship; -if any; ‘to the
Metro: G’on~t“:afin‘exﬁ"-r'siite,7 Any.information.adduced in ths future will be rovided to:you. In.

the meantime, we would appreciate: your providing' any. specific information you ‘may’
have regdrding Capital Lubricants' invél"vemepg at the Metro site; including your
preliminary -evaluations of whether and to wha extent responsibility will‘be allocated to:

Capital Lubricants. We would also appreciate information regarding: the Metro site
itself, including the nature and extent of releases or threatened releases of hazardous
‘substances, the identification of other potentially Tesponsible persons ("BRPs") and. the
extent of their invdl‘\'reme«qig;,wigth. the:Metro site, and the status of -any: federal or state-
removal or remedial gctions. This request is made:pursuant to section 122 of-CERCLA,
as amended by the Superfund Amendm en!ts,-;a‘rid'?:Re’auft'hér’i-zaiti'dnﬂ.-Aét:.yoﬁl'..:19'8,’6*‘({"SARA7"'>)L-’::

If you haveany questions or ‘comments, please do not hesitate.to call.

Sincerely,
T
” / “

s

S i

~"dohn L. Wittenborn

ces Mre, Cal'Stevens-



